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County, in my district, yet it remains a vibrant
spiritual, cultural and social center.

HONORING THE LIFE AND POLIT-
ICAL CAREER OF BOB HOWARD

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to commemorate the political career of one of
Western New York’s most colorful and most
effective political leaders—Robert “Bob” How-
ard, of the town of Orchard Park.

Bob Howard is a dear friend of many years
standing—so many years, in fact, that Bob’s
political influence with me and my family
stretches back over many years. Bob Howard
was a trusted campaign advisor to my father
in his campaigns for the Buffalo Common
Council’s South District seat in the 1960s and
1970s. Bob later provided tremendous assist-
ance in my own campaigns for that same
councilmanic seat in the 1980s and 1990s.

Bob was probably most helpful to me during
a very difficult race | had in 1998—my initial
run for the New York State Legislature. Bob
was tremendously committed to my success,
practically leading me from one end of the dis-
trict to the other, and his advice and counsel
throughout the campaign was invaluable.

Bob has many political successes to his
credit, but | suspect that the campaign that he
was most proud of was the successful cam-
paign waged by Toni Cudney for Supervisor of
the town of Orchard Park. Orchard Park, long
dominated by Republicans, was treated to
Toni’s effective and dedicated stewardship for
eight years as Supervisor, and her campaigns
were assisted greatly by Bob’s tireless efforts.

Older in age and slower of step now, Bob
Howard will be feted by family and close
friends on Sunday, March 4 at the home of
Toni and Jim Cudney, where a celebration of
Bob’s political career will take place. It is alto-
gether fitting and proper that his work be hon-
ored in such a way, as Bob’s efforts made
government work better for local taxpayers,
homeowners and businesses. Bob’s sole pur-
pose in his political life was to produce a bet-
ter, stronger and more vibrant community, and
all local residents owe him a tremendous debt
of gratitude for the tireless dedication he dem-
onstrated over the years. | thank you, Madam
Speaker, for allowing me the opportunity to
speak today to extol the virtues of Western
New York’s own Bob Howard, and to honor
his many contributions to our local community.

————

HONORING THE TUSKEGEE AIR-
MEN AND THE U.S. AIR FORCE
ACADEMY

HON. MARK UDALL
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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, |
rise not only as a Member of Congress but
also as a member of the Board of Visitors for
the United States Air Force Academy, to ac-
knowledge the contributions to freedom made
by the famous Tuskegee Airmen during World
War Il
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Each year at the Air Force Academy in Col-
orado Springs, Colorado, people gather to re-
member and honor the African-American air-
men, and their families, who sacrificed so
much as part of their service in the formation
of an all-African-American fighting unit known
as the “Tuskegee Airmen.” From across the
country and all walks of life, these young vol-
unteers were trained at the Tuskegee Army
Air Field in Alabama. They were among the
most decorated and successful fighter pilots in
American history.

My father, Mo Udall, also served in the U.S.
Army Air Corps during World War Il. He was
not engaged with the Tuskegee Airmen, but
he commanded the 75th Air Squadron, an Af-
rican-American unit. His experience with these
men led him to a lifelong and passionate com-
mitment to racial equality, and | know that if
he were alive today, he would want to join me
in keeping the flame of remembrance alive for
the brave African-American aviators and sol-
diers who fought for their country when their
country still denied them equal rights.

As people gather in Colorado Springs at the
Air Force Academy in a few days to rededi-
cate the Tuskegee Airmen Memorial and
honor the memory of men like Clarence Shiv-
ers, who was not only a member of the unit
but also the sculptor of the memorial, | believe
they should attend this ceremony with the full
support and appreciation of Congress.

Let us also use the occasion of this event
to rededicate ourselves to building a nation
that honors duty, service, and sacrifice and
works for the preservation of civil rights and
liberties for all people.

————
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF
THE TOWN OF BROADWAY,

NORTH CAROLINA
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Mr. ETHERIDGE. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to honor the centennial celebration of the
town of Broadway, North Carolina, in my con-
gressional district. Broadway was settled in
1870 and became a charter town in Lee
County in 1907.

When Broadway was settled in 1870 it was
an area of houses, a few stores, and small
businesses. Two of the first people to settle in
Broadway were Hugh Matthews and Grissom
Thomas, and their descendents still reside
there. In March 1905, the Atlantic and West-
ern Railroad system connected Broadway to
other towns and cities throughout the state of
North Carolina. In 1907 M. A. McLeod became
the first mayor of the town, followed in 1912
by A. P. Thomas, who established streets and
street lights in Broadway. The Town’s longest
serving mayor was Ralph Hunter. He was a
write-in candidate in the 1963 election and
served until 1993. While under Mayor Hunter’s
leadership, Broadway began using a modern
water system as well as a sewage plant that
was completed in 1986. Mayor Hunter was a
dedicated public servant who worked hard for
the town of Broadway and its residents.

After the tragedy of September 11, 2001 the
city of New York wanted to give back to the
country. Organizers planned “New York loves
America,” a tour of stage actors. It was a
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show that made stops in major U.S. cities as
well as Broadway, North Carolina. During the
performance the organizers gave a fire hat
signed by firemen from New York, former New
York mayor Rudy Guliani, and Mayor Michael
Bloomberg. It was given to the town and is on
display in the Broadway Town Hall.

Madam Speaker, the town of Broadway has
always been dear to my family since it is the
hometown of my lovely wife, Faye Etheridge.
It is fitting that we take a moment today to
honor the centennial celebration of the town of
Broadway.

TRIBUTE TO MS. DESIREE
PILGRIM-HUNTER
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Mr. SERRANO. Madam Speaker, as we
give pause to commemorate the innumerable
contributions that African Americans have—
and continue to make—to our Nation, it gives
me great pleasure to rise in honor of a Bronx
activist, organizer and impassioned voice for
community empowerment, Ms. Desiree Pil-
grim-Hunter.

Born in London, England, by the age of
twenty, Ms. Pilgrim-Hunter had lived in six
countries across Europe, Africa and North
America. The roots of Ms. Pilgrim-Hunter’s ac-
tivism in the Bronx date back to 1995, when
she first attended community meetings sur-
rounding the redevelopment of the
Kingsbridge Armory in the Bronx. In the twelve
years since first taking an interest in this
project, Ms. Pilgrim-Hunter’'s passion for the
Armory has resulted in her emergence as a
local leader on the issue.

In January of 2006, Ms. Pilgrim-Hunter
began to lead Community Action Meetings in
her Fordham Hill neighborhood regarding the
redevelopment plans, and later that year she
participated in the Kingsbridge Armory Rede-
velopment Alliance’s Community Forum. Ms.
Pilgrim-Hunter was present when New York
City Deputy Mayor Daniel Doctoroff an-
nounced the formation of the Kingsbridge Ar-
mory Task Force, and not long after this an-
nouncement, Ms. Pilgrim-Hunter was invited to
serve on the Task Force as my Community
Representative.

In addition to her work around the Armory,
over the years, Ms. Pilgrim-Hunter has also
been an advocate for issues ranging from fair
labor standards to improving Bronx public
schools; she has even founded a group known
as Concerned Shareholders of Fordham Hill—
a coalition of area residents organized around
the idea of ensuring that their building man-
agement company acts in the best interest of
its tenants.

Madam Speaker, the esteemed author Alice
Walker writes, “The most common way people
give up their power is by thinking they don’t
have any.” On behalf of the many individuals
in the Bronx who look to Ms. Pilgrim-Hunter to
provide leadership, | am very proud to be able
to acknowledge and honor the power, convic-
tion, and selflessness behind Ms. Pilgrim-
Hunter's continuing efforts to advance mean-
ingful social change in the Bronx. | am there-
fore pleased to recognize Ms. Desiree Pilgrim-
Hunter.
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